PROLOGUE

the author, of the pitfalls that threaten him on the way.
One at least he will do all in his power to avoid : the
pit called Ineptitude, which claims so many who write
about living Royal personages. King Edward the Eighth
deserves a better fate in literature than to be set up as
a uniformed effigy in a waxwork show.

For all the affection which he has everywhere inspired,
the importance of the King's work, and the true nature
of it, have yet to be completely understood. We accept
his popularity as being greater than that of any other
figure of our time; but what is the secret of it ? For
popularity cannot live by publicity alone. In the
King's case, it is true to say that publicity has lived on
his phenomenal popularity. No role in life is more
difficult, indeed, more dangerous, than that of the popu-
lar young man. Few can play it to the end. Whether
in art, or sport, or politics, or society, an early success
has impeded the career of many a man. It weakens
resistance to adversity, undermines that sense of propor-
tion without which no achievement can be of lasting
value, upsets the balance which should be the goal of
all education. The apparent power which suddenly
arrives with success, often goes to the head like wine,
inducing a false security and a false superiority, so that
every action tends to be intolerant and contemptuous.
In such a mental condition, criticism is resented and,
because it threatens security, is blindly resisted. There
is no reason to believe that the early popularity of the
King was unattended by these dangers. We do well
to think of him as being human like all the rest of us.
It is strange that, in this era of blatant realism, that simple,
obvious statement should need so much repetition.
But the truth is, there are still many who forget or
cannot imagine that it is true ! The King himself has
always attempted to defeat the attitude of mind which
the average Englishman still unconsciously shows
towards the Royal Family, an attitude which concedes
human emotions and habits to its members only with